SYDNEY BEYOND FENCING CLUB
Child Safeguarding Policy

1. Our commitment

Sydney Beyond Fencing Club is committed to the safety, wellbeing and empowerment of every child and
young person who trains, competes or spends time at our club. We have zero tolerance for child abuse and
harm of any kind.

Children have the right to feel safe, to be listened to, and to be taken seriously when they raise a concern.
Every adult at our club - coach, administrator, volunteer or parent - shares responsibility for making that true.

We are affiliated with the NSW Fencing Association and the Australian Fencing Federation (AFF), and we
operate under the AFF National Integrity Framework, including its Safeguarding Children and Young People
Policy. We are also registered with the NSW Office of the Children’s Guardian, and comply with NSW child
protection law.

2. Who this policy applies to

This policy applies in the context of club activities and club programs. That means training sessions and
individual lessons, competitions we run or enter as a club, school and community programs we deliver, club
camps and events, and club communication channels including group chats and club social media.

Within that context, it applies to everyone taking part: coaches (employed and contracted), directors and
administrators, volunteers, referees and officials, adult athletes, parents, carers and family members,
spectators and visitors, and contractors.

Private matters with no connection to the club are outside this policy. However, the obligation under NSW law
to report child abuse applies to every adult regardless of where or when the conduct occurred, and where a
concern involves a person in a club role we will act on it so far as we are able.

3. What we do to keep children safe

« Screening. Every adult in child-related work at the club holds a current NSW Working With Children
Check. We verify it before they start and monitor it while they remain with us. We also interview,
reference-check and confirm the qualifications of all coaches.

« Training. All staff and volunteers are inducted into this policy when they join and complete Sport Integrity
Australia child safeguarding education.

 Individual lessons. One-to-one lessons are a normal and necessary part of fencing coaching. At our
club they take place in open view in the main training hall, during scheduled hours, with other adults
present. We do not run lessons behind closed doors or at times when no other adult is on site. Parents
and carers are welcome to observe any session, at any time, without notice.

» Physical contact. Contact is limited to what is needed to coach the sport safely — correcting a guard or
blade position, or checking the fit of a mask, jacket, plastron, lamé or body cord. Coaches explain what
they are doing and why beforehand, check the child is comfortable, and stop immediately if the child does
not want to continue.

+ Change rooms and toilets. Adults do not enter toilets being used by children except for a genuine safety
reason, and never alone. Change rooms are used by minors and occasionally adults. Clear safety sign at
the Change room.



Communication. For athletes under 18, club communication goes through parents and carers or through
official club channels. Team or group chats include a parent or a second adult.

Photos and social media. WWhen a parent or carer signs up for club membership, they consent to the club

using images of their child in club social media and marketing material. We use members' images with
care: they are used in a fencing context, and we remove an image on request. A parent or carer can opt
out at any time, for any reason, by emailing admin@sydneybeyondfencing.com.au.

Travel and competitions. Overnight and interstate or international travel are managed by parents or
authorized persons. A coach only delivers strip coaching during the competition. A coach does not
transport a child alone by car or by any other transport.

Inclusion. We welcome children of all backgrounds and abilities, and take particular care to be a safe
place for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, children with disability, children from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds, and LGBTQIA+ young people.

Review. We regularly assess risks to child safety in both our physical and online environments and act
on what we find.

4. What we expect of every adult at the club

Everyone will:

Treat all children with respect, listen to them, and value their views

Take a child seriously if they disclose harm, and act on it

Report any concern about a child’s safety immediately — including concerns about another adult
Keep relationships with children appropriate and professional at all times

Tell parents and carers about anything that needs to be managed outside normal arrangements
Respect the privacy of children and families and keep child protection concerns confidential
Follow this policy, the AFF National Integrity Framework, and NSW law

No one will:

Engage in or condone abuse of any kind — physical, sexual, emotional, neglect, ill-treatment or grooming
Ignore, dismiss or trivialise a concern, suspicion or disclosure of child abuse

Use hurtful, discriminatory or offensive language or behaviour towards a child

Engage in unnecessary or inappropriate physical contact with a child

Persistently criticise or humiliate a child, or create a climate of fear

Push a child to train or compete while injured, or make excessive or degrading demands

Encourage or allow private one-to-one contact with a child, in person or online, outside club activities
Show favouritism, give gifts, or isolate a child from their peers

Offer a child alcohol, cigarettes, vapes or other drugs

Use sexual language or gestures around children, or share sexual material with a child

Some behaviour may not breach this policy on its own but can signal a pattern of risk — for example, being
alone with a child when there is no coaching reason to be, or consistently favouring one child. We take these
seriously and expect them to be raised.

5. How to raise a concern

If a child is in immediate danger, call the Police on 000.

For any other concern, contact any of the people or organisations below. You do not need proof, and you do
not need to work out whether something is serious enough.
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Club Member 0468 967 286 (please text first) Any concern about a child’s safety at

Protection Officer admin@sydneybeyondfencing.com.au  the club, or any breach of this policy

(volunteer) - Dr Jing

Shang

Sport Integrity Australia 1800 161 361 Child safeguarding, misconduct with a
sportintegrity.gov.au child, grooming, supply of drugs or

alcohol to a child, and discrimination.
You can go straight to them — you do
not have to tell the club first.

NSW Child Protection 132 111 (24 hours) Concern that a child is at risk of

Helpline significant harm

NSW Police 000 (emergency) Any criminal conduct, or a child in
131 444 (non-urgent) immediate danger

Office of the Children’s  ocg.nsw.gov.au Concerns about our child safe

Guardian practices as an organisation

You can raise a concern anonymously. Nobody who reports a concern in good faith will be disadvantaged,
and we will not tolerate any retaliation against them.

Your legal obligations in NSW

All adults in NSW must report information to police if they know, believe or reasonably ought to know that a
child under 18 has been abused.

An adult in child-related work commits an offence if they know another adult in that organisation poses a
serious risk of abusing a child, have the power to reduce or remove that risk, and negligently fail to do so.

6. What happens next
» The child’s immediate safety comes first. We may put interim measures in place — such as standing a
person down from coaching — while a matter is assessed. This is a precaution, not a finding.

» We refer matters to Sport Integrity Australia, the Police, the Department of Communities and Justice or
the Office of the Children’s Guardian where we are required to, or where that is the right course.

«  We handle information confidentially and share it only with those who need it.

« Where a breach is established, outcomes may include additional supervision, further training, a change of
role, suspension, or termination of employment, engagement or membership.

7. Related documents

» Sydney Beyond Fencing Club Child Safe Code of Conduct (signed by all staff and volunteers)
« National Integrity Framework — Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy

» AFF Code of Conduct

» AFF Complaints, Disputes and Discipline Policy

Approved: 30 July 2026 Next review: 30 July 2027 Member Protection officer (volunteer): Dr Jing
Shang

If anything in this policy is inconsistent with the law or with the AFF National Integrity Framework, the law and the
Framework prevail. This policy is reviewed every 12 months and after any significant incident.

Sydney Beyond Fencing Club - Artarmon NSW - admin@sydneybeyondfencing.com.au




